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How had Engels Overcome the Theory of “Non-historic peoples” ?

Arisato MINAMI

Introduction

From 1848 through his last days in 1890s’, Frederick Engels had written so many works on ethnic
and national problems. We are able to observe a great development of his view on such problems.
In his early days, he regarded small peoples in East Europe as reactionary or counter-revolutionary
ones. For almost a half century, however, he had gradually changed his thought, and finally

abolished this idea. We can read the process of his overcoming the theory of “non-historic

peoples” in  “Marx/Engels Collected Works " .
1 Engels’ view on ethnic problems at the period of the 1848 Revolution.

The Germans, Magyars, Czechs, Poles, Moravians, Slovaks, Croats, Ruthenians, Rumanians, lllyrians
and Serbs came into conflict with one another, while within each of these nationalities a struggle
went on also between the different classes. But soon order came out of this chaos. The combatants
divided into two large camps: the Germans, Poles, and Magyars took the side of revolution; the
reminder, all the Slavs, except for the Poles, the Rumanians, and Transylvanian Saxons, took the
side of counter-revolution.

Vol.8 p230

Al the period of the 1848 Revolution, Engels regarded the essence of ethnic problems as the clash
of “revolutionary” peoples and “counter-revolutionary” ones. We can read his thought mainly
in his two representative works written in 1849- “The Magyar Struggle” and “Democratic Pan-

Slavism” in Vol8 of MECW.

The Czechs, among whom we would include the Moravians and Slovaks, although they differ in
respect of language and history, have never had a history of their own. Bohemia has been chained
to Germany since the time of Charles the Great. The Czech nation freed itself momentarily and
formed the Great-Moravian state, only immediately to come under subjection again and for five
hundred years to be a ball thrown from one to another by Germany, Hungary and Poland. Following
that, Bohemia and Moravia passed definitely to Germany and the Slovaks regions remained with

Hungary. And this historically absolutely non-existent “nation” puts forward claims to independence?



Vol.8 p367
And finally, what a “crime” it is, what a “damnable policy” that at a time when, in Europe
in general, big monarchies had become a “historical necessity” , the German and Magyars united
all these small, stunted and impotent little nations into a single big state and thereby enabled
them to take part in a historical development from which, left to themselves, they would have
remained completely aloof!

Vol.8 p370

Engels regarded peoples that could not build their own independent states as “historically non-
existent” -therefore his theory is usually called “the theory of non-historic peoples” -since he
thought these peoples were not able to participate in progress of world history.

He thought that the abilities for national independence of peoples relied on their “viability”

Precisely those nations which for a thousand years have been scattered and split up, those nations
whose elements capable of life and development were forcibly imposed on them by other, non-
Slav peoples, those nations which were saved from downfall in Turkish barbarism by the victorious
arms of non-Slav peoples, small, powerless nationalities, everywhere separated from one another
and deprived of their national strength, numbering from a few thousand up to less than two million

people! Vol.8 p234

And if during eight centuries the “eight million Slavs” have had to suffer the yoke imposed on
them by the four million Magyars, that alone sufficiently proves which was the more viable and

vigorous, the many Slavs or the few Magyars! Vol.8 p370

We repeat: apart from the Poles, the Russians, and at most the Turkish Slavs, no Slavs people
has a future, for the simple reason that all the other Slavs lack the primary historical, geographical,

political, and industrial conditions for independence and viability. Vol.8 p367
Then what are the conditions for “viability of a people” ?

a) The historical experience of building its own independent state

Peoples which have never had a history of their own, which from the time when they archived the

first, most elementary stage of civilization already came under foreign sway, or which were forced

to attain the first stage of civilization only by means of a foreign yoke, are not viable and will



never be able to achieve any kind of independence. Vol.8 p367

b) A certain scale of population that is concentrated geographically

More than that. If the Austrian Slavs were a compact mass like the Poles, the Magyars and the
Italians, if they were in a position to come together to form a state of 12-20 million people, then

their claims would surely be more serious. But the position is just the opposite. Vol.8 p367

c) Political centralization

Now, however, as a result of the powerful progress of industry, trade and communications, political
centralizations has become a much more urgent need that it was then, in the fifteenth and sixteenth

centuries. What still has to be centralized is being centralized. Vol 8 p371

d) Development of industrialization and the existence of its bearer; the bourgeoisie

And all that by way of thanks for the Germans having given themselves the trouble of civilizing
the stubborn Czechs and Slovenes, and introducing among them trade, industry, a tolerable degree

of agriculture, and cuiture! Vol.8 p369

German industry, German trade and German culture by themselves served to introduce the German

language into the country. Vol.8 p370

And what a Slav state that would be, in which in the final analysis the German urban bourgeoisie

would hold sway! Vol 8 p368

Engels thought that peoples which lacked these conditions were obstacles to progress of world

history so that their existence, requirements and movements were inevitably “counter-revolutionary” .

There is no country in Europe which does not have in some corner or other one or several ruined
fragments of peoples, the remnant of a former population that was suppressed and held in bondage
by the nation which later became the mail vehicle of historical development. There relics of a

nation mercilessly trampled under foot in the course of history, as Hegel says, these residual

fragments of peoples always become fanatical standard-bearers of counter-revolution and remain so

until their complete extirpation or loss of their national character, just as their whole existence



in general is itself a protest against a great historical revolution. Vol.8 p234

We have shown how much little nations, which for centuries have been taken in tow by history
against their will, must necessarily be counter-revolutionary, and that their whole position in the

revolution of 1848 was actually counter-revolutionary. Vol.8 p366

Engels, therefore, described as below.

The revolution of 1848 compelled all European peoples to declare themselves for or against it. In
the course of a month all the peoples ripe for revolution had made their revolution, and all those

which ware not ripe had allied themselves against the revolution. Vol.8 p374

2. Characteristics and the background of the theory of “non-historic pecples”
Engels’ theory on “non-historic peoples” as such has characteristics as below.

Firstly, he insisted that one people as a whole had to be regarded as “progressive” or
“reactionary” . Of course he understood tendencies as those would appear in a people, but he

finally emphasized the importance of one people’s position in progress of world history.

The Germans, Magyars, Czechs, Poles, Moravians, Slovaks, Croats, Ruthenians, Rumanians, Illyrians
and Serbs came into conflict with one another, while within each of these nationalities a struggle
went on also between the different classes. But soon order came out of this chaos. The combatants
divided into two large camps: the Germans, Poles, and Magyars took the side of revolution; the
reminder, all the Slavs, except for the Poles, the Rumanians, and Transylvanian Saxons, took the

side of counter—revolution. Vol 8 p230

Secondly, one people's position in world history was, on Engels' view, decided by its ability
for capitalist development, which he had called “viability” , and it was “historical necessity”
that the peoples lacking viability had to be absorbed or assimilated by the one that could develop

their own capitalist economy.

Revolution and Counter-revolution in Germany XIV. The Restoration of Order—Diet and Chamber
(April 1852)

The history of a thousand years ought to have shown them that such a retrogression was impossible;
that if all the territory east of the Elbe and Saale had at one time been occupied by kindred

Slavonians, this fact merely proved the historical tendency, and at the same time physical and



intellectual power of the German nation to subdue, absorb, and assimilate its ancient eastern

neighbors; that this tendency of absorption on the part of the Germans had always been, and still
was one of the mightiest means by which the civilization of Western Europe had been spread in
the east of that continent; that it could only cease whenever the process of Germanization had

reached the frontier of large, compact, unbroken nations, capable of an independent national life,

such as the Hungarians, and in some degree the roles: and that, therefore, the natural and inevitable
fate of these dying nations was to allow this process of dissolution and absorption by their stronger
neighbors to complete itself.

(http://www.marxists.org/archive/marx/works/1852/germany/ch14.htm)

Thirdly, therefore, in his idea, the requirements and movements of peoples for national

independence must not be treated equally, and those of “non-historic peoples” had to be refused.

Or is it perhaps unfortunate that splendid California has been taken away from the lazy Mexicans,
who could no do anything with it? That the energetic Yankees by rapid exploitation of the Californian
gold mines will increase the means of circulation, in a few years will concentrate a dense population
and extensive trade at the most suitable places on the coast of the Pacific Ocean, create large
cities, open up communications by steamship, construct a railway from New York to San Francisco,
for the first time really open the Pacific Ocean to civilization, and for the third time in history
give world trade a new direction? The “independence” of a few Spanish Californians and Texan
s may suffer because of it, in some places “justice” and other moral principles may be violated;

but what does that matter compared to such facts of world-historic significance? Vol.8 p65-366

The Slovenes and Croats cut off Germany and Hungary from the Adriatic Sea; but Germany and
Hungary cannot allow themselves to be cut off from the Adriatic Sea on account of “geographical
and commercial necessities” , which, it is true, are no obstacle to Bakunin's fantasy, but which
nevertheless do exist and are just as much vital questions for Germany and Hungary as, for
example, the Baltic Sea coast from Danzig to Riga is for Poland. And where it is a question of
the existence, of the free development of all the resources of big nations, such sentimental

considerations as concern for a few scattered Germans or Slavs will not decide anything!

Vol.8 p368

Fourthly, as a result, Engels affirmed the assimilation, absorption and even extermination through

the revolutionary wars of “non-historic peoples” with crucial or unfair results of them.



But at the first victorious uprising of the French proletariat, which Louis Napoleon is striving with
all his might to conjure up, the Austrian Germans and Magyars will be set free and wreak a
bloody revenge on the Slav barbarians. The general war which will then break out will smash this

Slav Sonderbund and wipe out all these petty hidebound nations, down to their very names.
The next world war will result in the disappearance from the face of the earth not only of
reaclionary classes and dynasties, but also of entire reactionary peoples. And, too, is a step forward.

Vol.8 p238

Of course, matters of this kind cannot be accomplished without many a tender national blossoms
forcibly broken. But in history nothing is achieved without violence and implacable ruthlessness,
and if Alexander, Caesar, and Napoleon had been capable of being moved by the same sort of
appeal as that which pan-Slavism now makes on behalf of its ruined clients, what would have

become of history! Vol.8 pp370-371

Then there will be a struggle, an “inexorable life-and-death struggle” , against those Slavs who
betray the revolution; an annihilating fight and ruthless terror—not in the interest of Germany, but

in the interests of the revolution! Vol.8 p378

The Prague Uprising (June 1848)

But it is the gaillant Czechs themselves who are most of all to be pitied. Whether they win or
are defeated, their doom is sealed. They have been driven into the arms of the Russians by 400
years of German oppression, which is being continued now in the street-fighting waged in Prague.

In the great struggle between Western and Eastern Europe, which may begin very soon, perhaps
in a few weeks, the Czechs are placed by an unhappy fate on the side of the Russians, the side
of despotism opposed to the revolution. The revolution will triumph and the Czechs will be the

first to be crushed by it.
The Germans once again bear the responsibility for the ruin of the Czech people, for it is the

Germans who have betrayed them to Russia. Vol.7 p93

Engels’ view as such relied on his cognizance on the 1848 Revolution. He grasped the revolution
as the struggles between bourgeois democracy and feudal reactionary. These struggles between
bourgeoisie and absolutist powers would occur in the countries in the Western Europe. However,
since the latter were supported by Russian Czarism as the axis of world reactionary, he thought

those struggles must be regarded as the one between advanced West and backward East. On the



other side, the development of capitalist production brought growth of the proletariat to the

independent political force, and they had added pressures to unrest bourgeoisie to complete their
revolution. And Engels predicted that the proletaria revolution would occur after the victory of
bourgeois democracy against feudal reactionaries. Therefore, he thought, the victory of bourgeoisie
against feudal absolutism in the Western Europe, and that of the Western Nations in the expected
revolutionary wars against the Russian Tsardom, were indispensable conditions for the proletarian
revolution which must abolish exploitation and liberate humanity.

Then, in his idea, what small Slav peoples in the East Europe must be? These small peoples
can not develop their own capitalism so that they have to, from the viewpoint of the progress
of world history, be assimilated or absorbed by large and geographically concentrated peoples that
are able to build their own capitalist states. Therefore, for him, national independence of these
small peoples must be refused since it would damage the conditions for bourgeois progress of large
peoples such as German or Hungarian so that it would defeat the rise of the bourgeoisie and the
proletariat, and support the feudal reactionaries. And, as the propaganda of Pan-Slavists, building
an alliance of Slav peoples under the leadership of the Tsarist Russia against the Western nations
is true counter-revolutionary. Still more it was small Slav peoples, like Croat, that crushed the

revolutionary in Vienna as soldiers of the Austrian Monarchy.
From the view point as above, Engels tried to understand the “counter-revolutionary activities”
of small Slavic peoples as the expression of their essential backwardness~ namely, the lack of the

ability for capitalist development. That was the theory of “non-historic peoples” .

3. Engels’ adherence to his idea of “people without history”

Afier the period of the 1848 Revolution, Engels kept holding his idea of “non-historic peoples” .

What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland? (March 1866)

This right of the great national subdivisions of Europe to political independence, acknowledged as
it was by the European democracy, could not but find the same acknowledgement with the working
classes especially. It was, in fact, nothing more than to recognize in other large national bodies
of undoubted vitality the same right of individual national existence which the working men of each
separate country claimed for themselves. But this recognition, and the sympathy with these national
aspirations, were restricted to the large and well-defined historical nations of Europe; there was

Italy, Poland and Germany, Hungary. Vol.20 ppl155-156

The European importance, the vitality of a people is as nothing in the eyes of the principle of

nationalities; before it, the Roumans of Wallachia , who never had a history, nor the energy



required to have one, are of equal importance to the Italians who have a history of 2,000years,
and an unimpaired national vitality; the Welsh and Manxmen, if they desired it, would have an
equal right to independent political existence, absurd though it would be, with the English. The
whole thing is an absurdity, got up in a popular dress in order to throw dust in shallow people’s
eyes, and to be used as a convenient phrase, or to be laid aside if the occasion requires it.

Vol.20 pl57

In 1880’s, he still wrote as below.

Engels to Karl Kautsky (7 February 1882)

One of the real tasks of the revolution of '48(and the real as distinct from illusory tasks of a
revolution are always carried out on the strength of that revolution)was the restoration of the
oppressed and disunited nationalities of Central Europe in so far as these were at all viable and ,

in particular, ripe for independence. Vol.46 p191

Now you may perhaps ask me whether I have no feeling of sympathy for the small Slav peoples
and fragments thereof which have been split apart by those three wedges—the German, the Magyar

and the Turkish—driven into the Slav domain? To tell the truth, dammed little. Vol 46 p194

Engels to Eduard Bernstein (22 February 1882)

That my letter should have failed to convert you is quite understandable, since you were already
in sympathy with the ‘oppressed’ southern Slaves. For after all, everyone of us, in so far as he
has first gone through a liberal or radical phase, has emerged from it with these feelings of

sympathy for all ’oppressed’ nationalities, and | for one know how much time and study it look

me to shake them off-but then it was for good and all. . Vol. 46 p203-204

Again, | do not propose to go into the question of how the smaller Slav nations have come to
look to the Tsar as their only liberator. Let in suffice that they do so; we cannot alter the fact
that and it will rest at that until Tsarism has been smashed; if there’s a war, all these interesting
little nations will be on the side of Tsarism, the enemy of all bourgeois progress in the West.
So long as this remains the case, I can take no interest in their immediate liberation here and

now; they are as much our declared enemies as their ally and patron, the Tsar. Vol 46 pp204-205

4, The subtle modification in Engels’ view

In spite of his adherence to the idea of 'non-historic pcoples’ as above, Engels had gradually



modified his view on ethnic or national problems.

Savoy, Nice and the Rhine  (February 1860)

Savoy may, and probably will at some future time, desire to be incorporated into France, when
the Great European nationalities have further consolidated themselves. But it is quite another
matter whether Savoy will voluntary become French when Germany and Italy have realized their
national unity politically and militarily as well and thereby considerably strengthened their position
as European powers-or whether a ruler like Louis Napoleon, depending on conquest, wrests it
from a still divided Italy in order to perpetuate his mastery over Italy and at the same time provide

a first precedent for the theory of natural borders. Vol.16 p600

In this text, Engels foretold the incorporation of Savoy into France, but he recognized the importance
of a voluntariness of residents of a small region, which ought to be refused according to his

theory.

What Have the Working Classes to Do with Poland? (March 1866)

It is a natural consequence of the confused and slow-working historical development through which
Europe has passed during the last thousand years, that almost every great nation has parted with
some outlying portions of its own body, which have become separated from the national life, and
in most cases participated in the national life of some other people; so much so, that they do

not wish to rejoin their own main stock. The Germans in Switzerland and Alsace do not desire

to be reunited Germany, any more than the French in Belgium and Switzerland wish to become
attached politically to France. And after all, it is no slight advantage that the various nations, as
politically constituted, have most of them some foreign elements within themselves, which form
connecting links with their neighbours, and vary the otherwise too monotonous uniformity of the

national character. Vol.20 ppl156-157

At the era of the 1848 Revolution, Engels had insisted the necessity of national concentration and
had required the assimilation of small peoples and ’fragments of people’ to a large people that
could build its own state. In the text of above, however, he estimated the ethnic variety of a

nation state. And we can see some changes in his view on small Slav peoples.

The Working Men of Europe in 1877(March 1878)
But a Russian revolution means more than a mere change of government in Russia herself. ......

It means the emancipation of Poland. It means the awakening of the smaller Slavonic nationalities



of Eastern Europe from the Panslavist dreams fostered among them by the present Russian

government. Vol.24 p229

Engels to Karl Kautsky {7 February 1882)

Only when the collapse of Tsardom frees the national aspirations of these diminutive peoples from
their entanglement in pan-Slav hegemonic tendencies, only then can we let them do as they
please and, in the case of most of the Austro-Hungarian Slavs, |1 am sure that six months of

independence will suffice to bring them begging for re-admittance. Vol.46 pp194-195

In these texts, Engels distinguished national movements of small Slav peoples from the strategy of
Tsarism, and he did not blame the movement or the existence of a small Slav people of itself for

reactionary.

Engels to Eduard Bernstein (22 February 1882)

The same apples to the Slavs. The victory of the proletariat will liberate them in reality and of
necessity and not, like the Tsar, apparently and temporality. And that’s why they, who have
hitherto not only to failed to contribute anything to Europe and European progress, but have
actually retarded it, should have at least as much patience as our proletarians. To stir up a general
war for the sake of a few Herzegovinians, which would cost a thousand times more lives that

there are inhabitants of Herzegovina, isn’t my idea of proletarian policies. Vol.46 p205

Here, Engels regarded small Slav peoples as obstacles to European progress, which was similar to
his idea in 1848. On the other hand, he did not refuse the national requirement of Herzegovinians
itself, which we could understand from his expressions like ‘should have patience’ . And we

should take notice that he put emphasis on the necessity of ‘to stir up general war’ instead

of ‘the revolutionary war against Tsarism’ .

Engels to Paul Lafargue  (25-26 October 1886)

But contrary to all expectations the Bulgarians, deprived of Russian officers and with two men to
the enemy's three, inflicted a resounding defeat on Serbs and won the respect and admiration of
an astonished Europe. For those victories there were two reasons. ...Secondly, the Serbs had

lived for 60 years under a bureaucratic Austrian regime which, while failing to give them a strong
middle class and an independent peasantry (by now all their property was mortgaged), had succeeded
in undermining and disorganizing what remained of the gentile communism which had lent them

strength in their struggles against the Turks. In Bulgaria, on the other hand, these more or less



communist institutions had been left intact by the Turks, and this is the explanations for their

superior courage. Vol 47 p515

Unfortunately, the Bulgarians gave evidence of a political aptitude and an energy which, in the
circumstances, were highly inopportune, not to say intolerable in s Slav nation 'liberated’ by Holy
Russia. They arrested the conspirators and nominated an efficient government, energetic and-
incorruptible (a quality wholly intolerable in a nation as yet barely emancipated!) which reinstated

Battenberg. Vol.47 p517

In these texts, Engels highly estimated the political vitality of Bulgarians, which he related to the

remainder of ‘the gentile communism’, not the development of bourgeoisie.

5. Engels’ view on ethnic problems in his last years

In his last years, Engels’ view on ethnic problems had changed much larger.

Engels to lon Nadejde (4 January 1888)

Indeed we are all confronted by the same great obstacle that is hampering the free development

of all the nations and of each individual nation; in the absence of that development we could not
embark upon, still less accomplish, social revolution in the various countries merely by means of
mutual cooperation. That obstacle is the old Holy Alliance between the three assassins of Poland,
led since 1815 by Russian Tsarism and surviving until today despite occasional domestic squabbles.
It was founded in 1815 to combat the revolutionary spirit of the French people; in 1871 it was

ratified by the annexation of Alsace, which turned Germany into the slave of Tsarism and the

Tsar into the arbiter of Europe; in 1888 it is maintained for the purpose of crushing the revolutionary
spirit within the three empires —the national aspirations no less than the political and social

movements of the working classes. Since Russia enjoys a virtually impregnable strategic position,

Russian Tsarism forms the nub of that alliance, great repository of all Europecan reaction. To

topple Tsarism, to destroy that incubus which lies heavy on the whole of Europe, such, in my

eyes, is the first condition for the emancipation of the nationalities of central and eastern Europe.
Once Tsarism has been crushed, the nefarious power represented today by Bismarck will in turn

crumble. Austria will fall to pieces, having lost its only raison d’etre, that of preventing by its

very existence the annexation by conquering Tsarism of the scattered nations in the Carpathians

and the Balkans. Poland will be reborn, Little Russia will be free to choose its political position,

the Romanians, the Magyars and the South Slavs will be able to settle their own affairs and their

new boundaries amongst themselves, unhampered by any foreign meddling and, finally, the noble



nation of Great Russia, no longer engaged in pursuing chimerical conquest for the benefit of Tsarism,
will be free to carry out its true civilizing mission in Asia and to develop its vast intellectual
resources in exchanges with the West, instead of squandering the best of its blood on the scaffold

or in the katorga. Vol.48 ppl133-134

There are iwo interesting points for us in the text above.

Firstly, Engels regarded Tsarism as an enemy of the liberation of Central and East European
peoples, not a master or a manipulator. Secondly, once he had believed that small Slav peoples
should be inevitably absorbed by large peoples. But finally he approved of the possibility of the
autonomous and corporative development of these peoples.

These points were emphasized more clearly on the text below.

The Foreign Policy of Russian Tsardom (April and May 1890)
All this danger of a general war will disappear on the day when a change of things in Russia will
allow the Russian people to blot out, at a stroke, the traditional policy of conquest of its Tsars,
and to turn its attention to its own internal vital interests, now seriousl); menaced instead of
dreaming about universal supremacy. *** +--On the same day Austria will lose her only historical
raison d’etre, the only justification for her existence, that of barrier against a Russian advance on
Constantinople. When the Bosphorus is no longer threatened by Russia, Europe will lose all
interest in the maintenance of this motley hodge—-podge of many peoples. Equally indifferent then
will be the whole of the so—called Eastern question, the continuation of Turkish supremacy in Slav,
Greek, and Albanian regions, and the dispute about the possession of the entrance to the Black
Sea, which no one will then be able to monopolize against the rest of Europe. Magyars, Rumanians,
Serbians, Bulgarians, Arnauts, Greeks, Armenians, and Turks, will then, at last be in a position
to settle their mutual differences without the interference of foreign Powers, to establish among
themselves the boundaries of each national territory, to order their internal affairs according to
their own necessities and wishes. It will at once be seen that the great hindrance to the autonomy
and free grouping of the nations and fragments of nations between the Carpathians and the
Aegean Sea was no other than that same Tsardom which used the pretended emancipation of these

nations as a cloak for its plans of world-supremacy. Vol.27 ppd6-47

Interview of Frederick Engels by the Daily Chronicle correspondent at the end of June 1893

“And what do you think will be the influence of the Social-Democratic Party in Europe?”

“For peace, undoubtedly. We have always protested against the annexation of Alsace-Lorrai



ne, and after Sedan Marx and [ drew up an address of the International, pointing out that the
German people had no quarrel with the French Republic, and demanding peace on honorable terms,
and also pointing out exactly what has happened—that the annexation would drive France into th
e arms of Russia, and would be a standing menace to the peace of Europe. Our Party in the
Reichstag has always demanded that the Alsace—l.orrainers should have the opportunity given them
to decide their future destiny~whether they should rejoin France, remain German, join Switzerland,

or become independent. Vol.27 p552

Conclusion
For almost a half century, from 1848 through his last days, Frederick Engels had developed his
view on ethnic problems.

Firstly, in the period of the 1848 European Revolution, Engels had regarded the ethnic
movements of Slav peoples in the East Europe, which had been supported by Russian Tsarism, as
the expressions of their reactionary nature. In 1890s, however, he clearly distinguished the
requirements of Slav peoples from the world strategy of Tsarism, and ceased to blame one people

as a whole for “reactionary” or “counter-revolutionary” .

Secondly, Engels had once thought that the ability for existence of a people was decided by
their abilities for the capitalist developments. But he came up to estimate the vitality of one

people on their actual struggles, and analyze conditions of it concretely.

Thirdly, Engels, when he was young, judged the rights and interests of a people or inhabitants
from the “higher” viewpoint such as “progress of the world history” . But at last he thought
that wills of small peoples or inhabitants in narrow arcas, their spontaneous choices and adjustments
among them should be respected.

Fourthly, Engels finally abolished his belief that the assimilation, conquest, and elimination of
“non-historic peoples” by large peoples were historically inevitable therefore communists must
accept these cruel occasions. And he came to positively agree with the existence of small peoples

through the “autonomy and freely unity” .

To sum up, Frederick Engels, at first, had tried to understand ethnic problems from the
viewpoint of development of capitalism. However, at last, he thought that those problems should
be mainly related to the issues on “peace and democracy” . This is highly suggestive. It is an
undeniable fact that individuals would generally stick to their ethnic identities and strongly resist
against the violation to them. If, therefore, we would stand on the point of respecting peace and

democracy, we must not negate these ethnic identities under the name of universal idea; progress
of the world history, revolution, economic development, and so on. Moreover a viewpoint as above

could not only give actual policies to ethnic requirements but also would refuse them since their



being “reactionary” so that it must not be able to answer to real ethno-national problems.

This article is based on the paper for the 5th Forum of the World Assaciation for Political Economy

(May 2010 Suzhou China).
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o DIV LOREF b 14 (4.80) 57 (19.5) 47 (16.0) 88 (30.0) 87 (29.7) 2.40%1.23
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(19.5) 142 (48.5) 59 (20.1) 29 ( 9.9) 4 (149 3.75%0.93
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%%ﬁw&iﬁuowraﬁmﬁbﬁﬁbEﬁo 0.157 -0. 078 -0. 068 0. 786
ﬁfosixﬁﬁmmeam.wobﬁm&or -0.131 0. 054 0. 156 0.584
FELOAWICKR, SEVBRILILERR 0. 148 0. 104 0.071 -0.421
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SFVHEE) . &g (JBE) BEWv] .01, TEMLLRREI L LARVNI EMNEN)
(p<0.05) & DNz HAMMBBH A, F2EFO (FEHLEY) X A THRHZTADTO
By, orolT) (p.05). TBEFHLR<E I ELAENI EHEVY (p<0.01) & D
HEAAZLN, FIEFO MMEBAR) X, [FE# (BR) BBV (p<0.05), A7z
bOBREFEI WDV (p<0.01), TEKSHBEFIRADARTS] (p<0.01), MFATHLERAZADT
AIZ@HD, aroHT) oD, Bah6R_EI L LBV ENEN] (pK0.0)ED
ficaEsBoon, F4EFO (F—1X) ik, VL0 EFEED2V) (p<0.01),
(E<KEETICADZRT B (p<0.01), HATHRAZADTRIZ@DHEY . AL ST (p<0.01),
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BROMILRDOLG LN
& 5 i I dh rEYR —
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i EHy (BR) R0 0.226 0.124°
VLN EREL WD 0.270° 0.235°
skl EFCADETS 0.232* 0. 199"
"Tﬁb?bﬁ(’fﬁéb”'ﬂllﬁwﬁ:'ﬂ‘ [a )/ 0.142° 0.203* 0.218°*

b

THANPORREIELAZNIENBW 0.150° 0.182°° 0.210* 0.233*

*p<0.05, **p<0.01
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TRHLE, TR AERERBOLNERERE6IOR L, B1EFO IHRSFME)
ik, MERRESTBFMIC3IEORTELIRD ) (<001, REARAT UV AEEXATRWELIRD)
(p<0.01)
#5 BHRBZORTH

n=292, A %(%)

PRUT UH6ThL HEDET  HT WA
WAAE BTRES oz " e BE6RW BELRV TS

s FHRESTSEICIEORYEATSD 130 (44.4) 109 (37.2) 25 (8.5) 22 (7.5} 7 (2.4) 4.13%+1.01

P RKRATFAREXT, BFETS 81 (27.6) 133 (45.4) 56 (19.1) 22 ( 7.5) 03.93+0.88

. gzenm\bo. B2 LOBER 17 (5.8) 37 (12.6) 62 (17.7) 87 (29.7) 97 (33.1) 2.28%1.22

s MRTRFLEE LRI BB 45 (15.4) 93 (31.7) 76 (25.9) 57 (19.5) 20 { 6.8) 3.29+1.15
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% RS TEOT pmRR Fosx
cBARESNLHMIZIBEORF LS -0.204°° -0. 157"
CRBASUAEBATRPET S -0.276  -0.118°  -0.120°
CEROARZVLD, ML LOREESD 0.149* 0.221**  0.142° 0.196*
cHAPEEHEL LRI ENBL 0.141° 0.185°*

*p<0.05, **p<0.01

EOMIZANHBIABDL LR, ROAZVLD, W2 LONEMH D) (p<0.05), THE
R ELLRL I EMNBV] EOOICECHMARD LN, B2RFO (FiFNLAA
Yoy 2, (RBAFREZEZTRFERS) @O.NICADCHEBARD LN, TRbhARW
LD, HNRLOBRERD D) EOODICEQHMARD LN, BIBRFO MMEBFR) .
MERRE - BFMIC 3EORP LIS (p<0.01), [ERAF U 2AEZEXTRYEMS) (p<0.05)
LOMIZACKEMARD R, EXohRVLD, HCRLONEMH S (p<0.05), TRIE
REFREL LD EMBEV] EOODICENHMABD LN, BA4AFD [F—1R2R)
X, &RV HO, HWRLORERH D) EOODIIECHBAERD bh:,

6 HIRDEAFLBRAORMBRITHEOME

BROAMBIRITHICHT 25 >OHUMEADEEE2HK 7TICR LA, HANEHMORHE
W IMEGBARREHICREILOIRTS] O'UTIIEBH I 70.3%, RWT [EfEF
735 1166.9%, TEVHABENETHREVMERS] 1159%., (MLEORIETE2HER
T35 1147.5%., BECREOERA2F v 215) 11204%ThHhY. £ ORBIL. FH
KREILDOERLEELLZNS, RRA/RGEBRTIBAZLTVBILABHOLNTE,

#£7 BHROTLBIRITH
n=292, A% (%)

PRUT EHHTL HEVHT BT WA
MBAHEF HTRED pen " v BELZV RELZL EHMN
s MTEHORAVTE2EBTD 55 (18.8) 84 (28.7) 64 (21.8) 66 (22.5) 24 ( 8.2) 3.27%1.23

* EERCREOENEF = T3 31 (10.6) 55 (18.8) 73 (24.9) 86 (2.4) 47 (16.0) 2.78%1.23
s BEBARFIHIRE > LOIcTS 82 (28.0) 124 (42.3) 51 (17.4) 23 ( 7.8) 11 (3.8) 3.84%1.04
- EMEFzoo+5 104 (35.5) 92 (31.4) 48 (16.4) 31 (10.6) 18 ( 6.1) 3.80%1.21
c FOHENANG TLRVGEHRE 69 (23.5) 104 (35.5) 77 (26.3) 34 (11.6) 9 (3.1) 3.65%1.06
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BRORARDO G L K
X 2}%; *ﬁ:‘”‘ BRFRE  F—siR
CMIKDEERREUBTS -0.293"*
cRHPAROEREF=v 7T D -0.128° 0. 144°
CRABAREMIEREILOKTD -0.117°
cHEFao ¥R -0. 153*
cBLPHARANBSTLAVAERS -0.199*

*p<0.05, **p<0.01

BROMAEDOE XS] O4ETFL., (BREOKLBRTYH Lto@iliz A7 <0l
BRI L > TRH L, TOME. FBERZONAEHERSILTLE, BIEFO
IR AIME] X, TMISORIRTFEEET D) (00.01), BECPRECF =723 3)
(p<0.05), EEHIEF =27 F5) (p<0.01), IBLHEERIE THRVEERE] (pOODIZAD
mAEREHoh, B2EFO TFRBUNREFE) X, EHPREOF =27 %2735 (p<0.05)
KEOHEARRO N, HBARFD (F—21X) i3, REMAREHIZRESH> LTS
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